PATROL BOAT 101


Patrol boats are generally assigned to a race committee, (RC).  Before heading out check in with the Regatta Chairman for your assignment.  When you know your assignment, go out to that RC, or their Mark-Set boat, and ask them where they want you to patrol and what VHF channel they want you to monitor.
 If they talk in gibberish like “Gybe mark” or “leeward mark” you can ask them to speak in English or to just point without feeling embarrassed.

Patrol boat duty is boring, until a boat goes over and all heck breaks out.  That’s when the Patrol boats’ most important responsibility of the regatta…Safety, kicks in.

If you make contact with a sailboat, the sailor may be disqualified from that race, so you need to communicate with the sailor prior to doing anything.  If a sailor is in trouble, power up to him/her and question if they need help.  If they answer in the negative, hold your station until they are again in a racing position.  If in the positive, render assistance as necessary.  If in question, you are the adult; make a decision and act on it.  The race committee will handle any fallout.

Every patrol boat should have at least two people on board, one to operate the boat and another to handle lines.  

	The race course generally has a triangular layout to test a sailors’ abilities at all points of wind.  The layout is always set in relation to the wind 


	The starting sequence shown below is the three-minute dinghy start.   Ten short blasts go off twenty seconds before the three-minute gun.
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Thank you for volunteering for this assignment

Pete Capitain
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